
May almighty God bless you. May God look upon you with mercy and give you peace. 

                                                                                                     Blessing of St. Clare 
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It is said that one can know a lot about a person 
from the company they keep. Well, these sisters 
here have been keeping company with St. Clare 
for a long time. In fact, they 
have not only created a 
community which bears her name 
but also formed a lifestyle 
around her inspiration.  

Therefore, what we see and 
experience here can tell us a lot 
about St. Clare. 

Welcome 

Coming to this place we find first 
of all a welcome, a spirit of 
hospitality. One is received here 
by these sisters not just as a 
guest but as a gift. 

Simple Life 

While here we find what might be called – an 
intended simplicity. Yes, everyone’s life is 
complicated but what one discovers here is a 
concerted effort to live the simple life. It 
reminds me of that old Shaker song, “‘Tis a gift 
to be simple ‘tis a gift to be free,” or better still 
from Leonard Bernstein’s Mass that lovely little 
piece, “Sing God a simple song for God is the 
simplest of all.” 

Stillness 

Here one also finds a certain stillness. Yes, like 
everywhere there are the noises of deadlines to 
be kept and schedules to be met and of course a 
myriad of interruptions and annoyances, but…
there is not here a desire for busyness, to find 
adventure somewhere else. Rather, without using 
words, this place seems to proclaim the good 

news that since God is everywhere all one needs 
do anywhere is just be still and quiet with heart 
and mind open to be with God. 

Community 

These sisters of St. Clare have created here a 
community, a bonding of shared life with all its 
joy and sorrow, a daily molding which shapes 

them into vessels of God.  

My guess is that from these 
friends of St. Clare we can know a 
lot about St. Clare. I would be 
willing to bet that those who knew 
Clare as she walked this earth so 
many centuries ago would nod 
their heads approvingly if we 
spoke of her as one who centered 
her life around a shared life in a 
community of faith, with a simple 
quiet welcoming spirit, one that – 
like these sisters here – have let 
God have a home in her and let 
Him shine forth from her. Happy 
Feast Day!  St. Clare, pray for us. 

  

 

 

When the sisters arrived in 
Greenville in 1955, young Chris was 
a high school student without  a 
church home and a seeker. After 
reading about the Poor Clares and 
their life of prayer in the local 
newspaper, he was intrigued and 
attended their open house! He soon was baptized at 
St. Mary’s in Greenville and eventually became a 
priest for the diocese of Charleston. He was 
founding pastor at Jesus Our Risen Savior in 1978 
and later for 27 years was pastor at St. John the 
Beloved in Summerville until he “retired from 
administrative duties”. He said later in life he has 
come to appreciate the mystical dimension of St. 
Clare. We are grateful he keeps company with us. 

 

Msgr. Chris Lathem’s Homily 
on the Feast of St. Clare 
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Dear Members of our                                                                                                                                           
Extended Poor Clare Family, 

 

 With great joy I write to you once 
again to share “our family” news. 

 As you can see from the front of this 
Newsletter, on the Feast of St. Clare Msgr. 
Chris Lathem gave a homily so good and 
inspiring we wanted to share it with all of you. 
He spoke among other things of welcoming and 
community.  My “news” has to do with both. 

 Some of you know that we have had a 
Poor Clare Monastery in Memphis, TN since 
1932.  The sisters there, like here, have had a 
long tradition of welcoming others to join in 
their community through prayer, support and 
deep friendship.  Sadly, they now have only 
four sisters in their huge monastery and can 
no longer sustain a viable Poor Clare life where 
they are.  Their people are grieved that they 
are losing their sisters who have been devoted 
to them and praying for them for so many 
years. The sisters also are grieving, but they 
know deep in their beings something they hope 
they can convey to their many friends.  Yes, 
the sisters are leaving the physical monastery 
that no longer meets their needs, but they are 
not leaving their people behind. The four 
Memphis Sisters are moving on to new homes 
in different monasteries, but they are 
carrying their loved friends with them in their 
hearts. 

 Two of the Sisters will be joining our 
Poor Clare community in Cincinnati, OH; one at 
the monastery and one in a wonderful health 
care facility. Sister Claudia and Sister 
Marguerite have asked to come to Travelers 
Rest to discern with us the possibility of 
becoming permanent members of this 
community.  Just today I had the privilege of 
responding to these sisters that we gladly 
welcome them to come and be with us, pray 
with us, share life with us, get to know you our 
wonderful extended family and discern with us 
what wonderful new deed God is doing in us.  
Sisters Marguerite and Claudia hope to be 
with us by the end of November.  I can’t wait 
for you to meet and welcome these wonderful 
sisters. 

 I also welcome YOU to share with us 
your specific needs for prayer.  November is 
the month in which we especially remember 
those who have gone before us.  Is there a 
loved one you would like us to honor and 
remember prayerfully?  Do you have a specific 
request you would like included in our 
traditional Advent healing service?  Please 
send these to us. 

 Finally, I thank you with all my heart 
for your love and support.  If it weren’t for 
you, we would not have the wonderful home we 
do in which we can say YES! Come join us. 

Your Sister,   

 

 

A Message From  

Our Abbess  

Sr. Carolyn Forgette, osc 
 

Srs. Anthony, Marguerite and Claudia 

Our Memphis Sisters 
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Left: July — Our Brother Keith Warner, ofm 
shared on a Franciscan approach to “Laudato Si,” 

the encyclical of Pope Francis  on care for our 
common home, Mother Earth. 

 
 

Below: Srs. Carolyn, Susanna and Theresa 
participated  in a Poor Clare Enrichment program 

at St Bonaventure University  
 in Olean, NY. 

Below:  July— Sr. Bernadette met with 

a Franciscan Youth group from St. Mary 

of the Angels in Anderson.   

Above:   In September Dr. Matthew & Kristen Cannon came 

with two of their daughters for a visit to introduce us to three 

medical students. We shared some about our life and 

vocation stories, and promised to support each other in 

prayer.         Above: September — Sr. Sharon receives a 

blessing as she prepares to go on Pilgrimage to 

Assisi and Rome.   

Poor Clare Chronicles 
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Marvelous humility! Astonishing poverty! The king of the angels  
and the Lord of heaven and earth is laid in a manger.          -St. Clare  

Upcoming Events 

Eucharistic Celebration 
Thanksgiving Day 

 

November 28, 2019 

11:30 AM 

Bob Menard, ofm 
Presider 

Advent Healing 
Prayer Service 

 

Sunday Evening 
December 8, 2019 

 

Adoration (optional) 
4:00 PM 

 

Evening Prayer 
4:30 PM 

 
All are Welcome! 

Eucharistic Celebration 
Christmas Day 

 

Wednesday 
December 25, 2019 

9:00 AM 

Bob Menard, ofm 
Presider 


